DEBATE ON CLEANSING WESTMINSTER.   [FEB. 24.

equality and ruggedness of others, cannot but in the eyes
of foreigners disgrace our nation, and incline them to
imagine us a people, not only without delicacy, but with-
out government, a herd of barbarians, or a colony of hot-
tentots.

The most disgusting part of the character given by
travellers, of the most savage nations, is their neglect of
cleanliness, of which, perhaps, no part of the world affords
more proofs, than the streets of the British capital; a city
famous for wealth, and commerce, and plenty, and for
every other kind of civility and politeness, but which
abounds with such heaps of filth, as a savage would look
on with amazement.

If that be allowed which is generally believed, that pu-
trefaction and stench are the causes of pestilential distem-
pers, the removal of this grievance may be pressed from
motives of far greater weight than those of delicacy and
pleasure; and I might solicit the timely care of this assem-
bly for the preservation of innumerable multitudes, and in-
treat those, who are watching against slight misfortunes, to
unite their endeavours with mine, to avert the greatest
and most dreadful of calamities.

Not to dwell, sir, upon dangers, which may, perhaps, be
thought only imaginary, I hope that it will be at least con-
sidered, how much the present neglect of the pavement is
detrimental to every carriage, whether of trade, or plea-
sure, or convenience, and that those who have allowed so
much of their attention to petitions, relating to the roads
of the kingdom, the repair of some of which is almost
every session thought of importance sufficient to produce
debates in this house, will not think the streets of the capi-
tal alone unworthy of their regard.

That the present neglect of cleansing and paving the
streets is such as ought not to be borne, that the passenger
is every where either surprised and endangered by unex-
pected chasms, or offended or obstructed by mountains of
filth, is well known to every one that has passed a single
day in this great city; and that this grievance is without
remedy is a sufficient proof that no magistrate has, at pre-